
Karyn Teather  
 
Letter to Convener Education and Skills Committee  
 
Dear Ms Adamson 
I write to you with emmense concern over the proposals for children returning to 
school in August. Your role as Convener of the Education and Skills Committee is 
paramount in ensuring that the rights of our children are not forgotten. 

 
The communication recently received by parents from the City of Edinburgh Council 
outlining "blended learning" where children receive 33% of their education 
entitlement in a school setting is unacceptable and cannot be the way forward for 
Edinburgh's children. 

 
The First Minister has rightly protected our nation from a devastating virus, but to 
continue to punish those least likely to be severely affected by COVID-19 is short-
sighted and leaves children extremely disadvantaged. This is particularly pertinent 
when every other sector of the community is being encouraged to recover and return 
to normality. 

 
Children are entitled to a certain standard of education in Scotland and home 
learning is not meeting this standard, particularly for younger pupils who need the 
guidance of a suitably qualified teacher and interaction with peers to be able to learn 
basic skills. This proposal is also devastating to any socialisation skills and 
friendships that are crucial to the mental health of young people to keep them 
thriving. 

 
I am part of the UsforThem Facebook group challenging the Scottish Government's 
hesitancy to allow children back into full-time education in August. 

 
I urge you and your influencial colleagues to please lobby against the proposal to 
reduce school attendance and reconsider a larger portion of time in school. There is 
no evidence that children are likely to increase the R-rate that we have all fought so 
hard to reduce during lockdown and will continue to do until August. Children should 
be provided with the education that they deserve and a more reasonable proposal 
for children in school should be developed. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Karyn Teather 
 


